Semi-Centennial  History  of 
First  Methodist 
Church 

Clarence  W#  Griff in 


mm 


DUKE 
UNIVERSITY 


LIBRARY 


'3ui  *soaa  aaoiAV9| 

BBXLLB 
•ON  UVd 

aaaNia  laiHdwvd 
INflOWOlOHd 


SEMI  -  CENTENNIAL 

HISTORY 

OF  THE 

FIRST  METHODIST 
CHURCH 

FOREST  CITY,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


COMPILED  BY 

CLARENCE  W..  GRIFFIN 


1889         :-:  1939 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF 

FIRST  METHODIST 
CHURCH 


FOREST  CITY,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

1889   1939 


Compiled  By 
CLARENCE  W.  GRIFFIN 
Member  North  Carolina  Historical  Commission 
Forest  City,  N.  C. 


Published  By 
SEMI-CENTENNIAL  COMMITTEE 
FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  FOREST  CITY 

Henry  C.  Giles,  Chmn. 
0.  J.  Mooneyham  Clarence  Griffin 

Miss  Margaret  McKinney  Rev.  Fletcher  Nelson 


OLD  METHODIST  CHURCH 


Built  in  1891,  the  first  church  building  of  the  Forest  City  Methodist 
church.  I  t  was  later  moved  to  Florence  Mill  village,  where  it  is  used 
today  as  the  place  of  worship  for  the  Missionary  Methodist  congregation. 


FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  FOREST  CITY 
Church  bow  in  use.    Built  in  1914  at  a  cost  of  $7,000. 
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Introduction 

The  facts  presented  herewith  have  been  compiled  with 
the  idea  in  mind  that  the  historian  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Forest  City  fifty  years  hence  will  find  them  the 
means  of  completing  in  some  degree  a  history  of  the  church. 
Although  the  church  is  only  fifty  years  old,  with  several  peo- 
ple still  living  who  recall  its  founding,  it  is  already  a  difficult 
task  to  assemble  chronological  data  from  existing  source  ma- 
terials. The  few  quarterly  conference  records  have  been 
poorly  kept.  None  of  the  human  interest  drama  is  ever  re- 
corded in  their  dull,  statistical  tables  compiled  four  times  each 
year. 

It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  the  progress  of  Methodism  that 
so  little  has  been  done  to  preserve  its  history.  Individual 
churches  consider  their  records  in  the  light  of  their  current 
value.  The  few  conference  historical  societies  shortsightedly 
limit  the  membership  to  the  ministry,  most  of  whom  have  little 
time  or  inclination  to  gather  and  preserve  historical  data. 

Acknowledgements  are  due  Mr.  Cicero  Greene,  now  of 
Thomasville,  and  Mr.  Horace  B.  Doggett  and  Mr.  L.  C.  Low- 
rance  of  Forest  City  for  assistance  in  preparing  the  church 
sketch  used  herein. 

CLARENCE  GRIFFIN. 

Forest  City,  N.  C,  Sept.  1,  1939. 
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REV.  JAMES  A.  BOWLES 

Rev.  James  A.  Bowles,  pas- 
tor of  the  Forest  City  Metho- 
dist church  from  1913  to  1916, 
and  under  whose  leadership 
the  present  church  was  con- 
structed. 


Preface 

This  summary  of  the  history  of  Methodism  in  Forest  City  is  neces- 
sarily brief.  Within  its  limited  pages,  however,  it  conveys  to  him  who 
would  know  something  of  our  indebtedness  to  the  past,  and  to  him  with 
ears  to  hear,  it  speaks  of  a  sublimity  of  effort  and  breath  of  achievement 
which  several  volumes  could  not  adequately  encompass. 

To  those  of  us  who  are  active  now  this  interesting  story  of  our  rise 
and  development  will  serve  as  a  reminder  that  we  are  successors  to  a 
great  company,  that  we  are  blessed  by  a  great  heritage.  Courage,  sac- 
rifice, and  devotion  have  combined  to  make  this  fifty-year  ministry  pos- 
sible, crowning,  as  it  were,  the  splendid  vision  of  those  who  laid  the 
foundation. 

For  fifty  years  we  have  lived.  None  can  deny  the  glorious  narra- 
tive nor  fail  to  thrill  with  the  exciting  story.  We  face  the  future.  God 
has  raised  us  up  to  carry  on  in  times  like  these.  Ours  is  a  strategic  and 
determinant  position.  These  years  are  a  time  of  crisis,  and  crisis  is  but 
another  name  for  opportunity,  WTe  are  the  actors  on  the  stage  of  life. 
The  curtain  rises.    If  each  plays  his  part  the  drama  will  go  on;  jf  not.  .  .  . 

This  history  is  given  you  with  the  hope  and  with  the  prayer  that 
somewhere  within  its  pages  you  will  find  the  necessary  inspiration  and 
power  to  live  nobly  and  build  worthily. 

To  you  whom  I  am  privileged  to  minister  let  me  add  this  personal 
word:  I  have  found  much  profit  and  many  blessings  in  working  along- 
side you.  I  am  grateful  indeed  for  your  fortitude  and  faithfulness  as 
we  have  labored  together  from  day  to  day  to  make  Methodism  an  in- 
strument of  God  in  the  redemption  of  man.  Humbly  and  gratefully  let 
us  go  to  our  knees  and  thank  God  for  leading  us  successfully  over  the 
winding  road  and  devious  path  of  yesterday.  Let  us  then  with  a  renew- 
ed hope  and  courage  and  faith  express  our  gratitude  in  terms  of  endur- 
ing additions  to  that  which  has  been  handed  us  to  the  end  that  future 
generations  may  rise  up  and  call  us  blessed;  remembering  as  we  build 
on,  "other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus 
Christ." 

REV.  FLETCHER  NELSON. 

Forest  City,  N.  C,  Sept.  1,  1939. 


REV.  FLETCHER  NELSON 

Rev.  Fletcher  Nelson,  who 
has  been  pastor  of  the  First 
Methodist  church  of  Forest 
City  since  November,  1937. 
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Beginning  of  Methodism 


Methodism  did  not  have  its  origin  in  the  new  world,  but 
here  it  found  a  soil  in  which  to  have  its  greatest  growth.  Et 
begun  in  England  in  1729.  John  Wesley,  in  giving  an  account 
of  the  rise  of  Methodism,  says:  "In  1729  my  brother  and  I, 
by  reading  the  Bible,  saw  inward  and  outward  holiness  there- 
in; followed  after  it  and  incited  others  to  do  so."  This  reveals 
its  spirit  and  mission.  It  was  not  to  establish  a  new  doctrine, 
or  new  church,  but  to  seek  after  new  life.  Wesley,  its  found- 
er, said:  "The  world  is  my  parish."  With  a  desire  to  revive 
a  formal  and  dying  Christianity,  having  caught  the  spirit  of 
the  Master,  who  said:  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  Gospel  to  every  living  creature,"  Methodism  crossed  the 
Atlantic  and  its  fires  were  soon  kindled  upon  the  shores  of  the 
New  World. 

While  Strawbridge,  Embry  and  a  few  of  the  people  called 
Methodists,  had  previously  come  to  America  and  had  labor- 
ed not  ineffectively,  the  real  planting  of  Methodism  in  this 
country  may  be  said  to  date  from  the  arrival  in  1771  of  Fran- 
cis Asbury,  who  has  been  called  the  real  founder  of  Method- 
ism in  America.  In  1773  the  first  American  Methodist  Con- 
ference was  held  in  Philadelphia.  In  September,  1784,  John 
Wesley  took  the  initial  steps  for  the  establishment  of  Ameri- 
can Methodism  by  ordaining  Thomas  Coke  and  writing  his 
celebrated  letter  authorizing  the  organization  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  in  America  with  Coke  and  Francis  As- 
bury as  superintendents  or  bishops.  This  was  consummated  in 
the  same  year  by  the  Christmas  conference  in  Baltimore. 

The  Methodist  Society  or  church  of  New  York,  is  claimed 
by  some  to  be  the  first  organized  in  America,  while  some  give 
this  honor  to  Maryland.  At  any  rate,  the  New'  York  Society 
soon  felt  the  need  of  an  experienced  minister  and  appealed  to 
Mr.  Wesley.  The  conference  was  then  in  session  in  Leeds  when 
Mr.  Wesley  presented  the  claims  of  his  New  York  brethren, 
and  Richard  Boardman  and  Joseph  Pilmoor  volunteered  for 
this  service.  They  landed  near  Philadelphia  October  24,  1769, 
Bosrdman  going  to  New  York,  while  Pilmoor  begun  work  in 
Philadelphia,  later  starting  south,  preaching  in  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  and  continuing  on  into  North  Carolina,  being  the 
first  itinerant  Methodist  minister  to  penetrate  the  wilds  of 
'North  Carolina.  He  entered  the  eastern  part  of  the  colony 
during  the  latter  part  of  1772.  George  Whitfield  had  passed 
through  the  colony  several  times  at  a  much  earlier  date  and 
preached  in  some  eastern  towns  in  1739-40,  yet  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  Pilmoor  and  Whitfield  differed  materially  up- 
on the  doctrines  of  Calvinism  and  Arminianism,  so  that  the 
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latter  could  not  properly  be  styled  an  itinerant  Methodist 
preacher. 

Evidence  is  strong  in  favor  of  a  statement  made  by  Rev. 
James  Reed  to  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts  that  there  were  Methodists,  real  followers 
of  Wesley,  scattered  over  the  eastern  portion  of  the  colony 
as  early  as  1760. 

We  have  no  account  that  Pilmoor  organized  a  society  in 
North  Carolina,  but  he  has  the  honor  of  preaching  the  first 
Methodist  sermon  in  the  colony  on  September  28,  1772.  This 
sermon  was  delivered  at  Currituck  Court  House,  N.  C,  the  text 
being:  "He  shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with 
fire."  The  writer  recently  requested  the  North  Carolina  His- 
torical Commission  to  erect  at  Currituck  an  historical  road- 
side marker,  commemorating  this  event. 

Robert  Williams  followed  Pilmoor  in  1773,  preaching  over 
a  large  area  of  eastern  North  Carolina,  and  organized  the 
first  Methodist  church  in  the  colony  in  1774.  Rev.  Thomas 
Rankin  and  a  Mr.  Jarrett  made  a  tour  through  the  colony 
which  was  followed  by  a  general  revival.  As  a  result  of  this 
revival,  there  were  683  members  reported  at  the  fourth  an- 
nual conference,  held  in  Baltimore,  May  21,  1776.  At  this  con- 
ference four  new  circuits  were  formed,  one  of  them  being 
Carolina  circuit  with  Edward  Dromgoole,  Edward  Poythress 
and  Isham  Tatum  as  ministers.  The  boundaries  of  this  circuit 
are  undefinable. 

Methodism  entered  that  portion  of  North  Carolina  now  de- 
fined as  Rutherford  county  coincident  with  its  establishment 
in  the  colony.  The  county  court  records  bear  evidence  of  the 
denomination's  growth  by  petitions  filed  by  groups  calling 
themselves  Methodists,  requesting  court  aid  in  law  enforce- 
ment. 

It  was  some  years  after  the  introduction  of  Methodism  into 
this  section  before  churches  were  permanently  established.  It 
is  of  record  that  following  the  Revolutionary  War  several 
camp  meetings,  sponsored  by  the  Methodists,  were  held  in 
the  county  and  hundreds  were  converted.  Doubtless  local 
Methodism  received  its  impetus  and  strength  from  these  early 
camp  meetings,  enabling  the  denomination  to  grow  and  build 
churches.  These  camp  meetings  brought  together  large  con- 
gregations and  helped  to  concentrate  public  thought  on  re- 
ligion. The  results  achieved  could  not  have  been  had  from 
any  other  method,  from  the  fact  the  country  was  so  sparsely 
settled.  These  encampments  did  more  for  the  enlarging  and 
building  of  the  denomination  than  anything  else  since  that 
time. 
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In  1780  the  Yadkin  circuit  possibly  embraced  all  the  ter- 
ritory from  the  headwaters  of  the  Dan  and  Uhwarrie  rivers 
westward  to  the  French  Broad  and  Nolichucky,  so  there  was 
very  little  organization  west  of  the  Catawba  river,  prior  to 
1787,  on  account  of  the  large  circuit.  R.  J.  Miller  had  been 
sent  in  1786  as  a  missionary  to  occupy  this  territory  and  to 
form  a  circuit  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  but  did  no  active  work 
as  a  Methodist.  Daniel  Asbury,  with  the  assistance  of  John 
McGee  in  1789  and  Jesse  Richardson  in  1790,  were  sent  to 
form  the  Lincoln  circuit  which  embraced  Lincoln,  Rutherford 
and  Burke  with  portions  of  Mecklenburg  and  Cabarrus  coun- 
ties in  North  Carolina  and  that  portion  of  the  Spartanburg 
and  Union  districts  which  lie  north  of  the  Pacolet  river.  It 
took  the  name  of  Union  Circuit  in  1793,  which  was  retained 
until  1805,  when  it  was  again  called  Lincoln. 

In  1787  a  number  of  Methodists  from  Virginia  moved  into 
Lincoln  county  and  settled  on  the  Catawba  river.  When  As- 
bury and  McGee  entered  upon  their  work  they  went  to  this 
colony  of  Methodists  and  organized  a  church.  For  two  years 
they  worshipped  in  groves  or  in  private  homes,  but  in  1791 
they  erected  a  building  which  was  the  first  Methodist  church 
in  the  state  west  of  the  Catawba  river.  This  was  Rehobeth 
church.  During  the  last  decade  of  the  eighteenth  century  and 
the  first  few  years  of  the  nineteenth,  Bishop  Asbury  made 
several  trips  through  this  section,  visiting  the  work  of  Meth- 
odism in  its  early  planting.  The  Swannanoa  district  then  em- 
braced the  Swannanoa,  Morganton,  Union  and  Saluda  circuits. 
One  of  the  preachers  who  served  these  charges  was  Jesse 
Richardson  who  lived  in  his  own  home,  being  a  married 
preacher,  and  residing  between  Forest  City  and  Providence 
church.  It  is  largely  to  his  labors  and  efforts  that  churches 
at  Providence,  Oak  Grove,  Salem,  Union  and  Pisgah,  the 
mothers  of  Methodism  in  Rutherford  county  were  founded. 

Oak  Grove  Methodist  church  was  established  about  1792; 
Hopewell  in  1800;  Pisgah  and  Wesley's  Chapel  in  1802.  Four 
other  Methodist  churches  were  organized  in  Rutherford  coun- 
ty shortly  after  1802. 

Rutherford  county  today  has  thirty  Methodist  churches — 
twenty-eight  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  South;  one  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  and  one  Methodist  Protestant  church,  all  of 
which  were  merged  into  one  body  this  year. 
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Forest  City  Methodist  Church 


This  year  marks  the  semi-centennial  of  the  establishment 
of  the  First  Methodist  church  of  Forest  City.  From  an  histori- 
cal point  of  view,  fifty  years  is  not  a  long  span  on  the  face  of 
time.  More  than  half  of  the  Methodist  churches  in  Rutherford 
county  are  older  than  the  Forest  City  church,  while  about  one 
dozen  other  Methodist  churches  have  been  established  in 
Rutherford  since  1889.  But  the  true  test  and  worth  of  any 
institution  or  organization  is  not  its  successful  weathering  of 
the  years,  but  its  record  of  achievement  in  its  field  of  endeavor" 

During  the  past  half  century  the  Forest  City  church  has 
stood,  like  a  guiding  moral  beacon,  as  a  staunch  citadel  of 
Methodism  in  Forest  City.  From  its  corridors  have  gone  forth 
saintly  men  and  women,  imbued  with  the  spirit  and  ideals  of 
noble  living,  who  have  indelibly  impressed  the  community  and 
county  by  the  influence  of  their  worthy  lives  and  high  pur- 
poses. Forest  City  stands  today  as  Rutherford  county's  larg- 
est city,  "One  of  the  Ten  Most  Beautiful  in  the  United  States", 
a  city  of  beautiful  homes  and  worthy  citizenship.  The  develop- 
ment of  this  God-fearing,  home  loving  community  has  been 
no  accident.  Consecrated  men  and  women  went  from  the 
pews  of  this,  and  other  churches  in  the  city,  to  build  homes 
and  make  a  city  according  to  the  Christian  ideals  enunciated 
from  the  sacred  pulpits. 

Forest  City  and  the  First  Methodist  church  of  Forest  City 
have  grown  up  together.  The  dates  of  the  founding  of  both 
almost  coincide.  It  was  on  March  7,  1887,  that  the  General 
Assembly  of  North  Carolina  issued  a  new  charter  and  chang- 
ed the  name  of  the  cross-roads  village  of  Burnt  Chimney  to 
that  of  Forest  City.  About  eighteen  months  later  the  First 
Methodist  church  was  organized.  Down  through  the  years 
they  have  developed  together. 

Forest  City  Methodist  church  was  founded  at  a  time  when 
there  was  an  urgent  need  for  such  an  institution.  Pleasant 
Grove,  mother  of  the  Forest  City  church,  was  nearly  two 
miles  away  from  the  straggling  village,  and  considerably 
further  for  many  of  the  members  of  the  newly  organized 
church.  Conditions  of  fifty  years  ago  were  vastly  different 
from  those  of  today.  Bad  roads  and  slow  methods  of  trans- 
portation, particularly  during  the  winter  months,  added  to 
difficulties  of  church  attendance  at  Pleasant  Grove.  Envision- 
ing a  future  metropolitan  center  here,  a  number  of  Forest 
City  people  at  length  decided  upon  the  establishment  of  a 
Methodist  church  in  the  village.  Thus,  out  of  the  exigencies 
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of  the  times  was  born  the  need  and  demand  for  the  establish- 
ment of  this  church. 

Accordingly,  during  the  summer  of  1889,  Rev.  J.  W.  Strider, 
then  serving  the  Forest  City  circuit,  called  together  a  group 
of  Methodists  and  organized  the  First  Methodist  church.  It 
was  more  than  two  years  after  this  organization  meeting  be- 
fore a  church  building  was  erected.  Until  the  first  church  was 
built  the  services  were  held  upstairs  in  a  two-story  wooden 
store  building  on  the  South  side  of  Main  street.  The  store  was 
the  property  of  Frank  Moore  and  stood  on  the  site  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Pastime  theatre. 

The  church  was  organized  with  thirty-four  charter  mem- 
bers as  follows: 

Charter  Members 

I.  N.  Biggerstaff,  Florence  Young,  Susan  Biggerstaff,  Bell 
Young,  Robert  E.  Biggerstaff,  L.  C.  Lowrance,  Charlie  Big- 
gerstaff, Jane  Lowrance,  Ida  Blanton,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Lowrance, 
Joseph  P.  Harvell,  John  T.  Moore,  Ellen  C.  Harvell,  Eliza- 
beth J.  Moore,  J.  C.  Greene,  Dora  E,  Greene,  Wallace  W.  Tate, 
John  N.  Moore,  Minnie  J.  Webb,  J.  A.  Reinhardt,  Drusilla 
Reinhardt,  Judia  Harrill,  Susan  King,  Mary  E.  Suttle,  Bar- 
ney C.  King,  Albert  L.  Mauney,  C.  L.  Tate,  Dr.  T.  C.  McBray- 
er,  A.  H.  McDaniel,  Frank  Moore,  J.  K.  Reinhardt,  Tempie 
L.  McDaniel,  Nannie  L.  Moore. 

Shortly  after  the  group  was  organized,  the  problem  of 
erecting  a  church  building  was  presented.  After  some  discus- 
sion as  to  ways  and  means,  the  following  were  appointed  to 
constitute  a  building  committee:  J.  C.  Greene,  J.  N.  Moore 
and  R.  E.  Biggerstaff.  It  was  sometime  before  the  group  de- 
cided they  had  secured  sufficient  financial  aid  to  build  the 
church.  During  the  year  of  1891  they  awarded  the  contract, 
and  the  late  J.  E.  ("Bud")  McFarland  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  construction  work.  Construction  was  carried  forward 
and  in  the  spring  of  1892  it  was  occupied  by  the  congregation. 
The  church  was  a  large  wooden  frame  building  and  stood 
slightly  to  the  rear  of  the  present  church.  This  building  serv- 
ed as  a  place  of  worship  until  the  present  church  was  com- 
pleted in  1914.  It  was  then  sold  to  the  congregation  of  the 
Missionary  Methodists  and  moved  bodily  from  its  location  to 
the  present  location  near  the  overhead  bridge  on  the  mill  vil- 
lage, about  a  mile  away.  It  is  still  being  used  as  a  house  of 
worship. 

In  1913  a  movement  was  inaugurated  to  build  a  much 
needed  new  church  building.  A  building  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, and  work  was  commenced  on  April  15,  1914.  The 
first  load  of  brick  was  laid  on  the  ground  on  April  24th,  and 


12  HISTORY  OF  THE  FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH 


during  the  latter  part  of  1915  it  was  paid  for  and  dedicated 
by  the  late  Bishop  U.  V.  W.  Darlington.  Rev.  J.  A.  Bowles  was 
pastor  and  led  the  movement  for  a  newi  church  structure. 

Shortly  after  work  commenced,  the  cornerstone  was  laid 
with  an  elaborate  ceremony,  presided  over  by  the  pastor.  A 
large  number  of  people  were  present  to  witness  the  ceremony, 
among  them  being  ten  ministers,  Revs.  C.  C.  Carson,  J.  Q. 
Adams,  H.  D.  Harrill,  C.  M.  Teal,  J.  B.  Carpenter,  J.  Frank 
Armstrong,  H.  L.  Powell,  J.  A.  Bowles,  Albert  Sherrill  and 
J.  F.  Moser.  Short  addresses  were  made  by  the  following: 
Reading  of  scripture,  Rev.  H.  L.  Powell;  "A  New  Church  in 
Our  Midst — Its  Significance,"  Rev.  J.  Q.  Adams;  "Corner 
Stone  Laid,  Some  Stones  to  be  Rolled  Away,"  Rev.  Albert 
Sherrill;  "Christ,  the  Chief  Corner  Stone — What  Does  it  Im- 
ply?" Rev.  C.  C.  Carson;  "The  Holy  Spirit,  the  Spiritual 
Dynamo  of  the  Church"  Rev.  J.  Frank  Armstrong;  "Metho- 
dism in  the  Community,  Its  Mission  and  Responsibility,"  Rev. 
J.  B.  Carpenter;  address,  Rev.  J.  F.  Moser.  A  history  of  the 
church  was  read  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Bowles. 

Articles  placed  in  the  corner  store  were  a  Bible,  the  church 
discipline,  hymn  book,  church  papers,  minutes  of  the  last 
conference,  a  copy  of  The  Forest  City  Free  Press,  and  silver 
offering.  The  exercises  closed  with  the  sealing  of  the  stone 
by  the  contractor,  Mr.  Rankin.  The  cost  of  the  building,  with- 
out seats  and  heating  plant,  was  about  $7,000.  The  heating 
plant  and  seats  cost  an  additional  $1,000. 

The  First  Methodist  church  has  been  served  by  some  of 
the  outstanding  ministers  of  the  North  Carolina  and  Western 
North  Carolina  Conferences.  At  the  annual  conference  held 
in  Charlotte  in  1885  the  name  of  the  Cherry  Mountain  cir- 
cuit was  changed  to  the  Forest  City  circuit,  although  it  was  to 
be  four  years  before  a  church  was  organized  in  Forest  City. 
A  number  of  changes  have  since  been  made  in  the  circuits. 
When  first  organized  the  church  was  grouped  with  those 
churches  on  the  old  Cherry  Mountain  circuit.  A  few  years 
later  Forest  City  and  Pleasant  Grove  were  grouped  into  a 
circuit  and  in  1901  Thermal  City  was  added.  In  1903  For- 
est City,  Pleasant  Grove,  Cedar  Grove  and  Salem  constituted 
the  Forest  City  circuit.  Changes  were  made  at  nearly  every 
conference,  the  last  grouping  before  the  church  became  a 
station,  was  with  Plasant  Grove.  The  following  ministers  have 
served  the  Forest  City  circuit  and  station  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Forest  City  circuit  in  1885.  The  years  refer  to  the 
annual  conference  which  sent  the  pastors  to  Forest  City. 

1885 — J.  A.  Lee.  1886 — A.  M.  Lowe.  1887 — A.  M.  Lowe. 
1888— J.  W.  Strider.  1889 — J.  W.  Strider.  1890— B.  A.  York. 
1891— B.  A.  York.  1892— Wilbur  LeGette.  1893— Wilbur  Le- 
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NEW  METHODIST  PARSONAGE 


Parsonage  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Forest  City,  completed 
and  occupied  late  in  1938.  The  Parsonage  Building  Committee  consisted 
of  Mrs.  J.  F.  Alexander,  chairman;  E.  F.  Jobe,  G.  F.  Bradley,  M.  P.  Bodie 
and  C.  L.  Morris. 


Gette.  1894— Wilbur  LeGette.  1895— Wilbur  LeGette.  1896 
J.  A.  Cook.  1897— J.  A.  Cook.  1898— Wilbur  LeGette.  1899 
— Wilbur  LeGette.  1900 — L.  L.  Smith.  1901 — L.  L.  Smith. 
1902— L.  L.  Smith.  1903— W.  O.  Good*.  1904— W.  O.  Goode. 
1905— W.  E.  Abernethy.  1906— A.  R.  Surratt.  1907— J.  C. 
Mock.  1908— J.  C.  Mock.  1909— J.  F.  Moser.  1910— J.  F. 
Moser.  1911— J.  F.  Moser.  1912— J.  F.  Moser.  1913— 
J.  A.  Bowles.  1914— J.  A.  Bowles.  1915— J.  A.  Bowles. 
1916— J.  A,  Bowles.  1917— W.  T.  Albright.  1918— W.  L, 
Dawson.  1919— W.  L.  Dawson.  1920— Parker  Holmes. 
1921— Parker  Holmes.  1922— Parker  Holmes.  1923— Park- 
er Holmes.  1924— W.  R.  Ware.  1925— W.  R.  Ware  1926 
— M.  F.  Moores.  1927— M.  F.  Moores.  1928— M.  F  Moores 
1929— M.  F.  Moores.  1930— J.  W.  Williams.  1931— J.  W  Wil- 
liams. 1932— J.  W.  Williams.  1933— J.  W.  Williams  1934— J 
E.  Abernethy.  1935— J.  E.  Abernethy.  1936— J.  E.  Abernethy 
1937— Fletcher  Nelson.  1938— Fletcher  Nelson. 

Recorded  in  the  office  of  register  of  deeds  for  Rutherford 
county  is  a  deed  from  J.  B.  Harrill  in  which  he  deeded  to  I 
N.  Biggerstaff,  Frank  Moore,  Barney  C.  King,  J.  N.  Moore,  J. 
Cicero  Greene  and  W.  H.  Jones  one  acre  of  land.  This  lot  at 
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that  time  had  a  two -story  frame  house  on  it,  which  was  used 
for  a  parsonage,  and  stood  on  the  north  side  of  Main  street 
on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Doggett  Motor  Company. 
In  1903  the  lot  was  traded  to  Dr.  T.  C.  McBrayer  for  a  new 
six  room  house  that  stands  at  present  at  the  rear  of  the 
church.  This  house  was  used  for  many  years  as  a  parsonage, 
and  later  it  was  remodeled  for  use  as  an  educational  building, 
for  which  purpose  it  is  now  being  used.  In  1925,  under  the 
pastorate  of  Dr.  Ware  a  house  and  lot  was  purchased  on  East 
Main  street.  The  house  was  used  for  some  years  as  a  parson- 
age. In  1938,  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Fletcher  Nelson  the 
old  building  was  torn  down  and  a  beautiful  eight  room  par- 
sonage was  erected  and  occupied  in  the  latter  part  of  that 
year.  The  original  deed  to  the  Forest  City  Methodist  parson- 
age lot  is  recorded  in  book  70,  page  62,  Rutherford  county 
registry,  and  the  church  deed  is  recorded  in  Book  65,  page  28. 

The  Sunday  school  superintendents  who  have  served  the 
Forest  City  Methodist  Sunday  school  include  I.  N.  Biggerstaff, 
N.  L.  Wright,  J.  Cicero  Greene,  R.  V.  King,  Charles  C.  Moore, 
W.  L.  Smith  and  Dr.  C.  S.  McCall. 

The  first  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized  in 
1891  by  Mrs.  B.  A.  York  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Carr.  The  organiza- 
tion has  had  a  continuous  existence  since. 
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Bishop  Bishop  Clare  Purcell 

District  Superintendent  Rev.  J.  C.  Cornett 

Minister  .  Rev.    Fletcher  Nelson 

Superannuate  Rev.    Parker  Holmes 

Church    Treasurer  William  Biggerstaff 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

G.  F.  Bradley,  Chairman 
B.  H.  Long  B.  B.  Doggett 

G.  V.  Frye  C.  C.  Moore 


BOARD  OF  STEWARDS 

R.  S.  Williams,  Chairman 
Dr.  Dorothy  Calhoun,  Secretary 

Mrs.  G.  P.  Reid,  Honorary  M.  P.  Bodie 

J.  S.  Rudisill  C.  S.  McCall 

F.  C.  Dorsey  J.  T.  Harris 
J.  G.  Roach  C.  C.  Erwin 
Charles  Metcalf  Mrs.  J.  F.  Alexander 

G.  C.  McDaniel  Charles  Owens 
C.  L.  Morris  E.  G.  Abernethy 
William  Biggerstaff  R.   S.  Williams 
Dr.   Dorothy  Calhoun  Mrs.  J.  B.  Duckett 

G.  F.  Bradley 



FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


! 


C.  L.  Morris,  Chairman 
M.  P.  Bodie  E.  G.  Abernethy 

William  Biggerstaff  R.  S.  Williams 


WOMAN'S   MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

President,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Harris;  Vice-President,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Duckett; 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  G.  P.  Reid;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  E. 
V.  Sietz;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  G.  C.  McDaniel;  Secretary  Children's  Work, 
Mrs.  Arthur  McDaniel;  Superintendent  Baby  Specials,  Miss  Sudie  Young; 
Superintendent  World  Outlook,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Oglesby:  Superintendent  Mis- 
sion Study,  Miss  Mary  Moss;  Superintendent  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ed  Watkins; 
Superintendent  Christian  Social  Relations,  Mrs.  Maurice  Smart. 


CIRCLE  CHAIRMEN 

Number  1,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Duckett;  Number  2,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Morrison;  Num- 
ber 3,  Mrs.  Fletcher  Nelson;  Number  4,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Self;  Number  5,  Miss 
Fannie  McKinney;  Number  6,  Miss  Mary  Moss;  Number  7,  Mrs.  William 
Biggerstaff. 
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CHURCH  SCHOOL  STAFF 


General  Superintendent  Dr.  C.  S.  MeCall 

Assistant    Superintendent  W.    L.  Smith 

General    Secretary  G.    A.  Harris 

General    Treasurer  William  Biggerstaff 

Superintendent  Children's  Division  Mrs.  Arthur  McDaniel 

Superintendent  Young  People's  Division  Mrs.  N.  F.  Adkinson 


BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

W.  L.  Smith,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Frank  Adkinson,  G.  A.  Harris,  Mrs. 
C.  L.  Moss,  Mrs.  G.  C.  McDaniel,  Mrs.  G.  P.  Reid,  William  Biggerstaff, 
Sudie  Young,  Mrs.  Arthur  McDaniel,  Mrs.  Parker  Holmes,  Dr.  C.  S.  McCall 

CHILDREN'S  DIVISION 

Nursery  Department:  Superintendent — Sudie  Young;  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Elliott,  Mrs.  William  Biggerstaff,  Mrs.  Thomas  King. 

Beginner  Department:   Superintendent — Mrs.  C.  L.  Moss. 

Primary  Department:  Superintendent — Mrs.  Arthur  McDaniel;  Mrs. 
Judge  Harrill,  Dorothy  Doggett,  Mary  Moss,  Dorothy  Rudisill,  Frances 
Tinsley. 

Junior  Department:  Superintendent — Mrs.  G.  C.  McDaniel;  Nell 
Young,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Harris,  Ruth  Reid,  Mrs.  Fred  Blanton,  Mrs.  Robert 
King. 

YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  DIVISION 

President,  Ruth  Keeter;  Vice-President,  Mary  E.  Beatty;  Secretary, 
Irene  Green;  Assistant,  Mary  Helen  Frye;  Treasurer,  Paul  Daniel;  Pian- 
ist, Bernice  Dorsey;  Chairman  Worship  Committee,  Myrtle  Doggett;  Chair- 


man Worship  Committee,  Mary  Moss;  Chairman  Recreation  Committee, 
Ernest  Miller. 

TEACHERS 

R.  S.  Williams  Mrs.  H.  C.  Giles 

Y.  L.  McCaldwell  Mrs.  J.  B.  Duekett 

Dwight  Frye 

ADULT  DIVISION 
Men's  Class 

President  George  Rollins 

Teachers  [  C.  C.  Erwin  and  Oscar  Mooneyham 

Young  Matron's  Class 

President  Mrs.  E.  V.  Sietz 

Teacher  Mrs.   Parker  Holmes 

Susanna  Wesley  Class 

President    Minnie  Smith 

Teacher  Mrs.   G.   P.  Reid 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Choir  Director    Mrs.  J.   S.  Rudisill 

Chairman  Usher  Committee    E.  G.  Abernethy 

District   Steward  M.   P.  Bodie 

Recording    Steward    Charles  Metcalf 

Sexton      ■  -  -   T.    C.  Bridges 


111 


Date  Due 


Form  335.    25M— 7-38— S 


